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Key Discoveries

• Support for scaling up – support for entrepreneurial companies

• Transformation of traditional procurement models

• Potential creation of a distinct “Waterfront Zone” which has a 

different regulatory framework and risk model

• The need for innovative financial models to support growth

• The urgency of helping to overcome the productivity gap

• Potential for Toronto to be recognized as a World Design Capital

• The need for demonstration spaces and environments

• A need to address reskilling and inequality in today’s economy

• The opportunity to harness data and analytics

• How to prevent companies from leaving Canada (and to 

repatriate those that have already left)



Next Steps

• Complete memo of key discoveries and distribute 

to attendees for feedback

• Final draft distributed to appropriate government 

ministries

• Call for collaborators for urban innovation 

co-laboratory

• Innovation procurement/Procurement innovation 

workshop with MaRS

• Engage key partners to assist in addressing the 

strategic themes that emerged

• Implementation opportunities 


